
Pursue Excellence!

Study Theatre & Dance
at a Distinguished Liberal Arts College



The Muhlenberg College experience offers a direct learning partnership among 

faculty and students in the classroom, the studio environment, and the performance 

laboratory. Students are nurtured to succeed, and encouraged to learn how to grow and 

take risks. Muhlenberg offers students opportunities to foster the most important goal 

of the liberal arts experience: education of the whole person.

In Theatre & Dance, faculty and staff have developed a multi-faceted approach to 

education that combines exciting creative experience with rigorous professional 

standards. Students are challenged as artists in the studio and classroom, working 

closely with distinguished faculty and nationally recognized guest artists to achieve 

a conceptual understanding and a practical working knowledge of the arts and the 

profession.

Welcome!
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Barri DeFrancisci ’12 and Andrew Clark ’12 in George 
Balanchine’s Valse Fantaisie, Master Choreographers 2012.

t William B. Smith ’17 and Samantha Simon ’15  
in Kurt Weill’s Street Scene: An American Opera, 2015.

Kurt Weill’s Street Scene: An American Opera, 2015.  
Directed by Charles Richter, scenic design by Curtis Dretsch,  
costume design by Lara de Bruijn, lighting design by Gertjan Houben.

Sponsored by the Dexter F. & Dorothy H. Baker Foundation  
and the Kurt Weill Foundation for Music.
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On the Town, 2012. Directed by Charles Richter,  
scenic design by Curtis Drertsch, costume design  

by Lex Gurst, lighting design by Susan Hamburger.
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The Academic Program

The Production Program

Hands-on learning takes center stage at Muhlenberg
The academic programs in both theatre and dance are designed to provide majors with a 

thorough background in the history, theory, and literature of performance and frequent 

opportunities for structured studio experiences in performance and design. Class sizes 

are limited, and the work is intensive and demanding. In the liberal arts tradition, each 

student is encouraged to individualize his or her education to fulfill personal, creative, and 

intellectual goals.

The Theatre & Dance curriculum is designed to be both rigorous and flexible, allowing you 

to pursue your interests in multiple theatre and dance disciplines, or in other fields of study 

entirely. Many of our students take another major or minor in addition to their theatre or 

dance major. Many also select more than one concentration within theatre and dance (for 

example: directing and acting, dance performance and education).

The production program reinforces the philosophy that, as academic disciplines, theatre 

and dance must be both intellectual and practical. Serious training and intense interaction 

of faculty and students as artists provide a collaborative rather than competitive 

atmosphere in the department. Students majoring in theatre and dance may participate in a 

diverse repertoire of classical, contemporary, musical, and experimental performances.

Each academic year, six major theatre productions and three dance concerts are presented 

in the state-of-the-art facilities of the Baker Center for the Arts and the Trexler Pavilion 

for Theatre and Dance. These facilities offer two elegant but intimate proscenium theatres 

and two fully equipped studio theatres. Students provide considerable talent and leadership 

in the staging of mainstage projects, and also take complete artistic ownership of 20 to 40 

studio productions and three to five informal dance concerts each year.

t Helen Laser ’16 and Alan Mendez ’17 in Aeschylus’ Agamemnon, 2014. 
Directed by Matthew Moore, costume design by Annie Simon ’05.
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 u Photograph from D-Man in the Waters (Part I),  
choreography by Bill T. Jones. Master Choreographers 2014.

Henry Evans ’16 in Goldoni’s Servant 
of Two Masters, 2015. Directed  
by Francine Roussel, costume  

design by Liene Dobraja.
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A Reputation for 
Excellence

Performing arts graduates of Muhlenberg College are prepared to study 

at the graduate level, pursue lives as professional artists, and contribute 

creative leadership in many other careers. Muhlenberg’s blend of academic 

work in the liberal arts and professional-level studio training has 

proven to be excellent preparation for work in today’s theatre and dance 

worlds. Muhlenberg alumni are working as actors, directors, designers, 

choreographers, dancers, stage managers, technicians, educators, and arts 

administrators on Broadway, in film and television, and in major regional 

theatres and dance companies across the nation and around the world.

In recent years, performing arts students have gone on to MFA programs 

in acting at Yale, Brown/Trinity, the University of California San Diego, 

Rutgers, and the American Conservatory Theatre; in voice at Juilliard, 

Manhattan School of Music, and the Peabody Conservatory; and in 

design at Columbia, Syracuse, Wisconsin, and NYU. Other graduates of 

the department have careers in such diverse fields as medicine, law, 

publishing, business, and teaching.

p Before They Fall, choreographed for Master Choreographers 2009 by Meredith Rainey.

u Kristen McCusker ’14 and Jessie MacBeth ’13 in Stephen Adlay Gurgis’s The Last Days  
of Judas Iscariot, 2010. Directed by Beth Schachter, costume design by Kevin Thacker.

Monique St. Cyr ’11 
and Patrick Scheid ’11  

in Naomi Iizuka’s 
Polaroid Stories, 

2010. Directed by 
Zach Trebino ’11, 

scenic and lighting 
design by Tim Averill, 

costume design by 
Lex Gurst.

Frankie Grande ’05, George Psomas ’05, and  
Kieran Maroney ’06 in On the Town, 2004.
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u Robert T. Wilson in the world premiere of Sinternet! The Musical, 
by Josh Shapiro ’14, Jakeim Hart ’16, and Richie Kormos ’16. 

Directed by Matthew Moore for New Voices 2013,  
costume design by Lex Gurst.

M
atthew

 W
right

K
en Ek



Will Porter ’08 and ensemble in Urinetown, the Musical, 2006. Directed by James Peck, 
scenic design by Suzi Toman ’06, costume design by Constance Case, lighting design by Curtis Dretsch.

Kate Thompson ’08 in Corps, 2007, 
an original dance-theatre fable created 
by Christopher Shepard ’07. 
Costume design by Annie Simon ’05, 
scenic and lighting design by Lily Fossner.
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Tommy McCarthy ’16 and Sarah Braviak ’15 
in That Accordion Life, choreographed by  
Karen Dearborn for Master Choreographers 2015.



Visiting Faculty and Artists in Residence

The Department of Theatre & Dance engages professional artists in teaching, 

performing, and staging the plays, musicals, and dance concerts  

produced on campus. Visiting faculty offer a wealth of diverse professional 

experiences and styles. Students broaden their own journeys as artists by 

working closely with these artists both in the classroom and on the stage. 

The College annually hosts a nationally renowned artist in the performing 

arts through the Baker Artist in Residence program. Recent Baker Artists 

have included the Urban Bush Women dance company, spoken-word artist 

Ursula Rucker, Charlotte Boye-Christensen and Ririe Woodbury Dance 

Company, Enchantment Theatre Company, playwrights Brighde Mullins 

and Mac Wellman, costume designer Liz Covey, and acclaimed Broadway 

composer Charles Strouse.

u Chelsea Montgomery-Duban ’15 and Jeffrey Robb ’14  
in Beaumarchais’ The Marriage of Figaro, 2013.  

Directed by Francine Roussel, costume design by Liz Covey.

Molière's The Learned Ladies, 2014, directed by James Peck, 
scenic design by Curtis Dretsch, costume design by 
Michael McDonald, lighting design by Rick Fisher.

p Emily Parker ’14 and Olivia Stevenson ’15.

t Professor Francine Roussel, Allie Wertheim ’14  
and Olivia Stevenson ’15.

p Guest artist Ursula Rucker and the cast of Caw, 2009, a 
world premiere dance theatre piece created by Charles O. 
Anderson and Troy Dwyer. Scenic design by Deacon Winslow 
Harris ’10, costume design by Alisa Sickora Kleckner,  
lighting design by Curtis Dretsch.

K
en Ek

K
en Ek

K
en Ek



Concentrations of Study…

Theatre

Dance

Acting
Performance classes within the liberal arts context 

challenge the actor to understand and function 

within the whole of the theatre world, and to 

awaken the imagination of the artist. Students 

are exposed to a full range of writers and styles. 

The goal of the acting concentration is to create 

a thinking actor who can work in many theatre 

genres, who is connected to humanity and to the 

individual self, and who has initiative as an artist.

Directing
Muhlenberg offers a well-developed directing 

curriculum, and students have numerous 

opportunities to create work in both studio and 

mainstage settings. In addition, directing students 

may serve as directing assistants to faculty and 

professional guest artists.

Stage Management
The stage management curriculum gives students 

a thorough background in a broad range of 

production areas, which provides them with 

a complete understanding of the process of 

mounting complex theatrical work. The production 

program offers opportunities for students to stage 

manage in both studio and mainstage settings.

Design & Technical Theatre
A broad-based educational program emphasizes 

design not only as compelling theatrical experience 

but also as effective visual communication. Design 

students are given ample opportunity to work in 

multiple areas of set, light, costume, and sound 

design as well as in all technical staff positions on 

both mainstage and studio productions.

Performance Studies
Performance Studies engages students in the 

creative analysis of theatre and other forms 

of performance. Students research and write 

about performing arts such as theatre, dance, 

performance art, and music, as well as cultural 

performances such as sporting events, worship 

services, and political rallies. Muhlenberg is one 

of the only undergraduate programs in the United 

States to offer performance studies as a formal 

course of study.

Musical Theatre
Students with a serious interest in musical theatre 

performance can receive comprehensive training 

at Muhlenberg. The department offers top-quality 

training in both acting and dance, and the music 

department offers excellent vocal training and 

a complete range of music theory and history. 

Opportunities are extensive, including work with 

the Muhlenberg Summer Music Theatre, a regional 

company with professional guest performers, 

designers, and staff.

Performance
Dance Performance students receive intensive, 

daily studio training in a wide range of dance 

techniques, as well as a solid historical and 

theoretical background in dance. Technique courses 

are offered through advanced levels in ballet, 

modern, jazz, and tap, as well as in partnering, 

aerial acrobatics, pointe, hip-hop, and African 

dance. Students who wish to pursue a career in 

dance will be served by both the analytical study 

and personal development of dance performance.

Choreography
Choreography students focus on specific 

performance skills in a range of dance techniques, 

as well as engaging in an in-depth study of 

the process of creative expression through 

choreography. Available courses include three 

levels of dance composition, screen dance, and a 

full range of dance technique classes. Students also 

learn the stagecraft of lighting and costume design, 

and have numerous opportunities to stage works 

for both informal and mainstage concerts.

Dance Science
The Dance Science concentration combines dance 

training with biology, psychology, and anatomy. 

Many dancers seeking a well-rounded dance 

education will pursue both performance and 

dance science concentrations, often leading to 

careers in dance medicine, physical therapy, and 

occupational therapy. Course offerings include 

anatomy, kinesiology, and somatic practice, as well 

as coursework in the College’s excellent biology, 

psychology, and physics departments.

Dance Education
The Dance Education concentration prepares 

students to teach dance in the K-12 classroom, 

private studio, or community dance programs. 

Students can complete both a dance major 

and Muhlenberg’s highly regarded teaching 

certification program in just four years. Coursework 

includes a hands-on practicum semester, 

pedagogy, kinesiology, and composition. Students 

also have the opportunity to teach professionally in 

Muhlenberg’s Community Dance Center.

K
en Ek

Collette Campbell ’14  
& Avery Deutsch ’16  

in Still Life with Iris, 2013. 

Directed by Alex  
McKhann ’14.  

Costume design  
by Lora LaVon.
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Adora Goldovsky ’15,  
Master Choreographers 2014.



2400 Chew Street
Allentown, PA 18104-5586

Department of Theatre & Dance
484-664-3335  /  484-664-3330

muhlenberg.edu/theatre&dance
richter@muhlenberg.edu

© 2016 Muhlenberg College. All rights reserved.

FRONT COVER CREDITS:

Left: Olivia Stevenson ’15, Emily Spadaford ’12, and Kimberly Dodson ’13 in Chekhov’s Three Sisters, 2012.  
Directed by Holly Cate, costume design by Liz Covey. Photo by Ken Ek.

Center: Federico García Lorca’s Blood Wedding, 2010. Directed by Francine Roussel, scenic and lighting design 
by Curtis Dretsch, costume design by Alisa Sickora Kleckner. Photo by Ken Ek.

Right: Master Choreographers, 2015. Courtney Hunsberger ’15.  
Choreography by Charlotte Boye-Christensen. Photo by Matthew Wright.


