
Mark Cuban on the value of a philosophy degree  
"I'm going to make a prediction," Cuban 
told AOL in 2017. "In 10 years, a liberal 
arts degree in philosophy will be worth 
more than a traditional programming 
degree." He views previously lucrative 
jobs in industries like accounting and 
computer programming as subject to 
the powers of automation. To remain 
competitive, Cuban advises ditching 
degrees that teach specific skills or pro-
fessions and opting for degrees that 
teach you to think in a big picture way, 

like philosophy. "Knowing how to critically think and assess them from a global 
perspective, I think, is going to be more valuable than what we see as exciting ca-
reers today which might be programming or CPA or those types of things," says 
Cuban, speaking at SXSW in Austin in 2017. (Ali Montag | @Ali_Montag  9:35 AM 
ET Wed, 21 Feb 2018, CNBC) 

Facebook 
We have an active Facebook page with 
thought-provoking philosophical articles 
collected from various magazines and 

news sources 
around the 
web. And make 
sure to ‘like’ us, 
for regular up-
dates!  

Feel free to post a thoughtful response to  
anything that takes your  fancy.  If you have 
anything you’d like to share on the page, 
post it on your own page and tag the 
Muhlenberg College Department of Philos-
ophy; we can then share it on the Dept 
web page. Alternatively, you could send an 
email  message to Coutinho @muhlen-
erg.edu with the Subject “Facebook post”.  
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Greetings from the Philosophy Department!  

Our third newsletter brings you news from faculty, alums, seniors, and the Philosophy Club. We would like to take this opportuni-
ty to welcome new majors and minors: Cristy Garcia, Xavier Pacheco, Jason Messey and Frank Dougherty into the depart-
ment! Your Muhlenberg Philosophy t-shirts have arrived and can be picked up in Moyer 325!  We also welcome our Visiting Assis-
tant Professor , Dr. Nathan Schmidt (more information below). We look forward to Alum Week , when current students will get 
to meet them. Read this, and plenty more in our current issue. Let us know if you have any news (personal, professional, academ-
ic, etc) to share with our community in future newsletters. Tell us about your adventures, and send us photos! We would love to 
hear from you.  
           Steve Coutinho, Department Chair 

Seniors 
Look forward to seeing you graduate soon. You will receive your Muhlenberg Philos-
ophy mug (and t-shirt) on completion of your exit interview.  We have replaced the 
ceramic mugs with more durable thermal mugs, as so many of you wrote to say 
that your mugs had broken.  

Gili Fleekop, Golan Gil-More, No-
ah Hinrichs, Aria Ma, Septem-
ber McCarthy, Alan Sato,  Erin 
Beebe, Justin Frankl, Zoe 
Homonoff, Alexandra Scucci Philosophy major  Aria Ma ‘18 in her new t-shirt! 
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Faculty Updates 
Books 

Philosophers of the Warring States 
Dr. Coutinho has retranslated ancient Chi-
nese philosophical texts (Daoist and Mohist) 
in this anthology. Dr Kurtis Hagen has trans-
lated the Confucian texts for this volume. 
We have high hopes that it will eventually 
replace the major competing text currently 
in print. It is in the final stages of publication 
with Broadview Press, and is due to come 
out this summer (2018). 

Chapters 

Marcia Morgan has written chapters for two books coming 
out soon (2018): “Adorno Reading Kierkegaard,” in Blackwell 
Companion to Adorno, eds. Peter E. Gordon, Espen Hammer, 
and Max Pensky. Hoboken: Blackwell; and “Adorno and Beck-
ett: Aesthetic Mimêsis and ‘The New’,” in Benjamin, Adorno 
and the Experience of Literature (Routledge Studies in 20th 
Century Philosophy), eds. Nathan Ross and Corey McCall. 
New York and London: Routledge. 

Marcia also served as Moderator of a Panel of Ph.D. Student 
presentations on Adorno, Deleuze, and Neoliberalism at the 
Annual Meeting of the Society for Phenomenology and Exis-
tential Philosophy at the University of Memphis in October 
2017. 

Conferences 

Tad Robinson gave a talk on Feb 6th entitled: "Spinoza's 
Dangerous Ideas: Reflections on David Ives' New Jerusalem" 
to the IJCU (Institute for Jewish-Christian Understanding).  
New Jerusalem is a play written by David Ives about Spino-
za's interrogation by, and subsequent banishment from, Am-
sterdam's Jewish community in1656.  A reading of the play 

(directed by Charlie Richter) was performed as part of the 
IJCU programming at Keneseth Israel on Sat. Feb. 3rd.   

Marcia will deliver a paper on Adorno and Kierkegaard for 
the Political Theology Panel at the Pacific Division Meeting of 
the American Philosophical Association in San Diego in 
March 2018. 

Dan Doviak will present his paper titled "Fair Allocation 
and Mixed Risk Preference" at the Ohio Philosophical Associ-
ation Annual Meeting in Cincinnati, Ohio in April 2018. 

Teaching Updates 

In the Fall of 2017, we developed three new courses. Marcia 
Morgan taught “Trajectories of the Soul”, in which she traces 
the development of concepts of the “soul” from ancient times 
to modern America.  

Steve Coutinho taught a new course in the Philosophy of 
Linguistics, “Language, Communication, and Interpretation”, 
in which new philosophical issues are discussed that arise 
from recent developments in the study of language from 
multiple disciplines.  

Tad Robinson developed a course on “Rationality and Ob-
jectivity”, exploring whether rationality is universal or relative 
to culture, and whether objectivity is possible 
when we have subjective biases and  
preferences.  

 
Chris Sistare is currently on leave, but we look 
forward to welcoming her back in the Fall of 
2018. 

Visiting Assistant Professor: Nathan Schmidt  
“Howdy! My Name is Nathan Schmidt. I’m originally from Baltimore Md, I received my PhD from 
Binghamton University, and am currently living in Lansdale PA with my wife and two dogs. I 
have taught numerous Philosophy courses in the areas of Ethics, Ancient Greek, Logic, Philoso-
phy of Music, and Law to just name a few. I also spent several years as a research assistant in an 
evolutionary biology program helping the faculty as well as graduate and undergraduate stu-
dents with their projects. My own area of research is in the deep connection between moral 
thought, moral agency, and empathy. More recently, I am interested in how that can inform the 
normative views of care ethics. If you see me around, stop and say hello. I’m super friendly. “ 

Phi Sigma Tau, the National Honor Society in Philosophy, will be inducting new mem-
bers at a ceremony and banquet on Thursday Apr. 5th in  Seegers.  Founded at  
Muhlenberg College in 1930, the society's purpose is to develop and honor academic 
excellence in Philosophy. 

New members:  Gili Fleekop, Noah Hinrichs, Zoe Homonoff, 
Yue Zhuo “Aria” Ma, Crystian Massengill, September 
McCarthy, Laura Pezzulich 



Student News 
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Justin Frankl:  “My philosophy experience at Muhlenberg has increased my interest with the natural 
world surrounding us. The Daoist philosophy class has given me a greater appreciation of the beauty 
and peace of nature that we take for granted every day. I’ve also gained a new interest in the compari-
son of eastern and western thinking with their different perspectives on the nature of the world. It’s 
strange how western thought deals with absolutes and how eastern is fine with contradictions. I am 
thankful for the growth I’ve gained from the philosophy department at Muhlenberg.” 

Zoe Homonoff : “Studying Philosophy has helped me to become a better writer and reader in not just philoso-
phy classes, but also in all of my additional coursework.  It has been a truly life-changing experience to 
study philosophy during my time at Muhlenberg; I have learned how to think critically about the world 
and form/strengthen evidence-based opinions, and I feel that I now see the world with new, sharpened 
eyes.  I am so grateful for the faculty here, who have shown me the beauty in taking the time to under-
stand past philosophers and their writings and have encouraged me to think for myself.  In June, I will 
begin work as a resident at the East Harlem Tutorial Program's Teaching Residency, where I will be a 
teaching assistant in a school in East Harlem of New York City and doing graduate work at Hunter Col-
lege, all towards becoming a certified teacher in New York.” 

Gili Fleekop:  “Studying Philosophy has taught me to how think critically and truly engage with the world 
around me. When I came to Muhlenberg, I knew I wanted to find a discipline that challenged me and 
made me grapple with the complexities I had always wondered about. I wasn’t exactly sure what this 
discipline would be and so I figured I would give all of the humanities a shot. Within weeks of my first 
semester, I quickly discovered that the solution to my appetite for an intellectually stimulating,  
engaging, and challenging discipline was Philosophy. From that moment, my love and passion for  
Philosophy has only increased with every passing day. I am so grateful for the incredible department and 
professors I have had over the past four years who have ignited the Philosophical spark within me!! 
I plan on using my degree in Philosophy as I enter the job market in Jewish outreach and communal 
work for a few years before pursuing graduate school in the near future.” 

Alum Week 
We look forward to welcoming Jessica Charles, Jeff Gaither, David Kamins, Kelly, Love, Chris Scheer, Josh Trachtenberg and Andy 
Wolfe into our classes during Alum Week! They will be making guest appearances in our philosophy classes, either in person or 
via video.  

 

 

 

Environmental Philosophy - Kelly Love '07 (Virtual)  

Modern Philosophy - Jeff Gaither '14 

Phenomenology - Andy Wolfe '14 

Philosophy and the Arts - Chris Scheer '07  

Philosophy of Linguistics - Josh Trachtenberg '14 (virtual)  

Philosophies of India - David Kamins '16 (virtual)  

Business Ethics - Jessica Charles '96  

Formal Logic - Jessica Charles '96  

 
Dr. Ben Wilfond will be delivering a public lecture on Fri April 13th 3pm; GQ Annex: 

“From Curiosity to Calling: How my philosophy  
major opened the door to a career in bioethics. “  
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Philosophy Club  
Philosophy Club provides a welcoming and relaxing atmosphere for deep thought and discussion on topics chosen by members. 
The members include philosophy majors and minors, along with many other interests. Discussions through philosophy club are a 
great opportunity to talk with people from a wide variety of perspectives about unique and relevant topics. Discussing philosophy as 
it is applied to everyday topics outside of the classroom is a great way to realize new interests while making new friends! We meet 
by the fireplace at Java Joe’s around twice a month for these discussions and welcome new members at any time during the semes-
ter. 

For the Spring 2018 semester, we have the theme of: Nature and Environment. We are planning a camping trip for late April. This 
trip is exciting as it will be a time to reflect on what we have discussed about our role within our environment, while hiking and en-
gaging in some mindfulness techniques.  

Past Meetings: 

Meaning of Life 
Allegory of the Cave 
Hobbes vs Locke 
Love and Hate 
Plato and Playdough  
Religious and Scientific Truth 
 and Evidence 
“Arrival”: Movie Screening and 
 Discussion 
Nature: What is it? What is our 
 relationship with it? 
Thoreau’s Walden: Living  
 Deliberately 
Making Sense of Language  

Meets every other Thursday at 7:00 pm in the Fireside Lounge. Contact Laura Styer for more info: laurastyer@muhlenberg.edu 

Caroline King, 2013 

Philosophy major, Religion Studies minor 
On life after Muhlenberg: After graduation I spent a year working in my hometown (Nashville, TN) and applying 
for graduate school. I worked several jobs, some of which I had no experience with, and my training in philoso-
phy helped me adapt to the unfamiliar circumstances and pick up new skills quickly. 

I'm currently working on my Ph.D. in Philosophy at the University of Arizona. My philosophical training obviously 
helped prepare me for graduate-level work in philosophy, but my experience in a small philosophy department 
at a liberal arts college cultivated in me a passion for teaching and for the liberal arts experience. I hope one day 
to find a faculty position in a liberal arts philosophy department like Muhlenberg's! 

My particular area of specialty is philosophy of mind/cognitive science, and I'm currently working on a project 
that explores the embodied/extended cognition thesis in the context of individuals with learning disabilities 
and the assistive technologies they use to facilitate learning.  

On the benefits of studying philosophy: I have found that my philosophical training has equipped me with the 
skills to navigate discussions and disagreements about the current political climate in this country and the 
recent election. Many of my colleagues in philosophy have significantly different political leanings than I do, but 
I have found that political discussions with people who have training in philosophy are much more respectful, 
thoughtful, and productive than most. Philosophy is the best preparation for navigating disagreement. 

Alum Profile 

Steve Coutinho 
Associate Professor,  
Department Chair 

 

Daniel Doviak  
Associate Professor  
Director, Muhlenberg  Scholars 
Program 

Marcia Morgan  
Associate Professor  
Director of Women’s and Gender 
Studies, 

Thaddeus  Robinson  
Associate Professor 

 

Theodore W. Schick, Jr. 

(Sabbatical Spring 2018) 
Professor 

 

Christine T.  Sistare 
Professor,  
Co-Director of  
Philosophy/Political Thought 
Program 

Faculty and Staff 


