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MISSION STATEMENT
Muhlenberg College aims to develop independent critical thinkers who are intellectually agile, 
characterized by a zest for reasoned and civil debate, committed to understanding the diversity 
of the human experience, able to express ideas with clarity and grace, committed to life-long 
learning, equipped with ethical and civic values, and prepared for lives of leadership and service. 
The College is committed to providing an intellectually rigorous undergraduate education 
within the context of an inclusive and diverse campus; we strongly believe that diversity is 
essential to learning and to our success as a pluralistic community. Our curriculum integrates 
the traditional liberal arts with selected pre-professional studies. Our faculty are passionate 
about teaching, value close relationships with students, and are committed to the pedagogical 
and intellectual importance of research. All members of our community are committed to 
educating the whole person through experiences within and beyond the classroom. Honoring 
its historical heritage from the Lutheran Church and its continuing connection with the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Muhlenberg encourages, welcomes and celebrates a 
variety of faith traditions and spiritual perspectives.



Our Commitment
to Our Neighbors

President’s Greeting

From our founding in 1848 at Trout Hall in downtown Allentown to the present day, one of the primary 
strengths of Muhlenberg College has been our strong connection to the surrounding community.  We value 
this relationship highly and work tirelessly to nurture our role as a good citizen of the Lehigh Valley.

In addition to the College’s cultural contributions to the Valley through our nationally ranked theatre program, our dance 
and music concerts, our gallery exhibitions and our varied speaker series, we have a tremendous economic impact on our 
hometown, as well. A recent survey by the Association of Independent Colleges and Universities of Pennsylvania showed 
that the College pours over $149 million into the local economy each year. In addition, the College has spent over $91 
million in the last 10 years on construction and renovations projects, providing work to local craftsmen and contractors. 

We attract talent from all over the world to serve on our faculty; our students come here from 40 states and the District 
of Columbia, as well as 12 foreign countries. Some of our alumni become so enamored of the Valley that they stay here 
after they graduate, putting down roots and serving as civic leaders, doctors, lawyers, executives, artists and journalists.  
Indeed, one of our alumni even represents our district in the Pennsylvania House of Representatives.

One of the most important ways in which we engage with our community is through the thousands of hours our 
students commit to serving in their adopted community. Approximately 75 percent of the members of the Class of 2016 
performed well over 25,000 hours of engagement with the more than 35 Lehigh Valley agencies with whom the College 
partners to assist hospitals, hospices, libraries, community centers, public schools and social service organizations in their 
important work.

I hope you will enjoy this publication documenting the many 
ways in which Muhlenberg demonstrates our commitment to our 
neighbors in Allentown and the Lehigh Valley.

John I. Williams, Jr.
President, Muhlenberg College

President John Williams with US Congressman Charlie Dent
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Muhlenberg and Allentown communities form a symbiotic relationship in which our growth, health and success 
are inextricably linked.

The College shares the expertise of its community members with the local community and the world. This is evident every 
time you turn on the local news or open the paper, only to see a member of the Muhlenberg faculty sharing their take 
on current events. We also benefit from the expertise of local community members who regularly guest lecture in our 
classrooms, partner with our students and share experiences through campus events. 

Muhlenberg invests in its community in a variety of other ways as well, many of which you’ll read about in this report. 
We also hold hundreds of academic, cultural and arts events every year on campus that are open to the public—many of 
which are free of charge. The College encourages direct engagement with local communities supporting local businesses 
through the iHeart Muhlenberg program, providing infrastructure for regular student engagement with schools and non-
profit organizations and connecting academic pursuits with local community goals. We value our geographic location in 
the city of Allentown and the opportunity to live, work and play with people with diverse social identities. We hope this 
publication allows you a window into the ways in which we’re committed to collaboratively enhancing our communities. 

MUHLENBERG COLLEGE HAS BEEN A VITAL PART OF THE ALLENTOWN AND LEHIGH 
VALLEY COMMUNITIES FOR NEARLY 170 YEARS.

community connections 

i Heart Muhlenberg Program
Over 40 local businesses participate in the iHeart Muhlenberg Program, in which 
the vendor or merchant offers pricing discounts to members of the Muhlenberg 
community. The program encourages faculty, staff and students to patronize local 
establishments, and more businesses participate in the program every year. 
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“Muhlenberg’s 
Economic Impact 
in the Lehigh Valley
A 2016 Association of Independent Colleges and 
Universities of Pennsylvania (AICUP) study found that 
Muhlenberg’s economic impact, through student spending, 
employee payroll, visitor spending, construction and institutional 
expenditures, totaled over $149 million in 2014.

The majority of the nearly 800 full- and part-time Muhlenberg employees 
live and raise families in the Lehigh Valley. In 2014, it was estimated 
that 715 Muhlenberg employees contributed over $1 million in taxes 
to the Pennsylvania state budget and over $500,000 in taxes to local 
government budgets.

Higher education has a tremendous economic impact in Pennsylvania, 
with independent colleges representing the fourth-largest employment 
sector in the Commonwealth. In the Lehigh Valley, independent colleges 
and universities produced 5,350 jobs and had a total economic impact of 
$1.2 billion in 2014.

In addition to the direct financial impact Muhlenberg has on the 
Lehigh Valley and Pennsylvania through taxes, the College also brings 
prospective students and their families to visit campus every year. 
The families of current students and alumni often flock to the area on 
popular weekends such as First-Year Move-In Day, Homecoming, Alumni 
Weekend, Commencement and more. Visitors of all sorts frequent area 
hotels, restaurants and attractions.

All of us at Muhlenberg 

College are proud of the 

positive impact we have on 

our surrounding communities, 

including the tremendous 

economic impact cited  

by AICUP. 

–President John I. Williams, Jr. 

Pictured: A few of the many students who work for the Office of Community Engagement.
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While many sectors of the 
campus community have strong 
connections to individuals and 
organizations in the greater 
Allentown area, the Office of 
Community Engagement (OCE) is 
undoubtedly the nerve center of 
the College’s community outreach 
efforts.

The mission of the OCE is to engage 
students, employees and local 
communities through partnerships 
intended to catalyze personal, 
institutional and community change.

In service of this mission, the OCE 
strives to connect the Muhlenberg 
and Allentown communities in 
meaningful, deep partnerships aimed 
at creating change; facilitate individual 
understanding of social identities, 
civic engagement and communities; 
and enhance our communities’ ability 
and desire to critically analyze, learn 
and dialogue about important social 
justice issues.

Muhlenberg College has been 
nationally recognized for its 
commitment to community 
engagement. The Carnegie 
Foundation for the Advancement of 
Teaching acknowledged Muhlenberg’s 
endeavors by approving the College 
for its 2010 Community Engagement 
Classification, and re-classification 
in 2015. The College has also been 
listed on The President’s Honor Roll 
for its Community Engagement 
Classification every year since 2008.

The Heart of Muhlenberg’s 
Connections  
to the Lehigh Valley

OFFICE OF COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

hype
Healthy Youth Peer Education began in 2006 as a collaborative effort between 
Muhlenberg College and the Lehigh Valley Health Network. For the last two years, 
HYPE has been a partnership with Building 21 and Heather Harlen ’97. The program’s 
focus on digital storytelling is supported by the media & communication department 
at Muhlenberg. Allentown teens investigate, research, report, shoot and edit 
documentary films about social justice issues in their home communities.
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service: What’s in a word
Beth Halpern, Muhlenberg’s 
director of community 
engagement, explains why the OCE 
encourages students to engage 
with their community, not just 
participate in community service.

The word “service” is fraught with 
assumptions, ideas and images. It is so 
broad that it cannot be simply defined. 
One thing is clear: our understanding 
of “service” is influenced by the 
inequitable distribution of power 
within our society.

Systems and structures at every 
level inform and create the human 
experience, often producing 
inequities. Much of our work in 
community engagement at the College 
focuses on alleviating the effects of 
these inequities on communities. For 
example, when a local school district 
was unable to fund arts and physical 
education programming several 

years ago, we worked to increase 
programming for youth in those areas. 
The work of connecting communities 
brings together people from diverse 
backgrounds to work toward  
common goals.

Through collaboration, we are able to 
specifically target ways in which we 
can make our communities stronger: 
having children read at grade level 
by the third grade creates a more 
informed citizenry, exposing youth 
to forms of self-expression through 
arts and media supports young 
people in using their voices. When 
people who have differing social 
identities collaborate to achieve 
common goals, we are also able to 
learn about our own perspectives and 
better understand ourselves and one 
another.  

So, what if we begin to look at work 
with communities as true engagement 

instead of “service”? What if we 
acknowledge the ways in which we 
all benefit from engaging with local 
communities—the stories that people 
share with us to enrich our lives, the 
more beautiful park system we can 
enjoy or the greater understanding 
of how policy decisions inform 
experiences?

Ensuring voices are heard and change 
happens requires that individuals 
participate as active community 
members at every scale—direct 
assistance, policy change, organizing 
and direct action. Our democracy 
needs people committed to creating 
stronger communities through this 
multi-pronged approach, and we 
all benefit from the outcomes of 
these efforts. It’s not about doing 
for someone, but about all of us 
collaborating for change.

“The work of connecting 

communities brings 

together people from 

diverse backgrounds  

to work toward  

common goals.

–Beth Halpern

A Message from the Director of Community Engagement

Allentown Merchant Vendor Fair
The College offers downtown Allentown shops the 
opportunity to come to campus during the annual Allentown 
Merchant Vendor Fair. Members of the campus community are 
able to see what the vendors offer in one convenient stop.
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Community Engagement opportunities
The Office of Community Engagement offers students a range of opportunities 
to get involved in local communities and beyond. Experiences vary based 
on area of interest and time commitment, meaning there’s a community 
engagement opportunity for everyone.

The program provides student participants a community 
leadership experience that expands upon their 
current involvement and allows them to create deeper 
engagement opportunities for other students. Student 
participants in Civic Fellows each work with a community-
based organization on a weekly basis and participate 
in a weekly non-credit course that encourages them to 
think critically about community engagement, engage 
with other student leaders and gain skills needed to work 
effectively in community. 

Students come together for a weekend of reflection and 
deep engagement with the work of social justice grounded 
in dialogue. AJAL is intended to encourage intentional 
conversations across, amongst and about communities of 
difference at Muhlenberg, in Allentown and in students’ 
future communities. The program mobilizes dialogue 
as a catalyst for reflection and a method of change 
movements. The conversations which are central to 
the program can bring up difficult questions about an 
individual’s personal identity, biases and stereotypes, as 
well as delve into controversial topics and themes.

Intensive Experiences

Funded by Air Products (2014-2017) and the Trexler Trust 
(2015-2016), the community internship program allows 
students to work in paid internships with local community 
non-profit organizations and schools. In the spring 
semester, students can apply for a 120-hour internship 
and receive a stipend of $1000, while in the summer the 
requirement is 325 hours for $3000. Community partner 
organizations apply to host students as interns, and 
students apply to those internships they feel best fit their 
skills and interests. 

Through the College’s student employment program the 
Office of Community Engagement employs more than 30 
students to work with local communities. Office staff all 
select one or two community-based organizations with 
which they want to work on a weekly basis. Students 
select projects or programs run through the office that 
they will work with as part of planning committees and 
leadership teams.

Community Internship Program Alliances for Justice Active 
Leadership Retreat (AJAL)

Civic Fellows Student Employment at OCE
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HOSPICE COMPASSUS 
Visit with patients in hospice care.

CASA GUADALUPE  
Assist with homework help and classroom programming 
for elementary and middle school children.

COMMUNITY BIKE WORKS  
Mentor students with arts and science activities and 
support after-school and Earn-a-Bike programs.

SHAPE IT UP! 
Lead student-designed physical activity and nutrition  
after-school program at multiple elementary schools.

JEFFERSON ARTS 
Conduct student-created mixed media arts curriculum for 
second graders after school.

DAYBREAK  
Build relationships with members of a drop-in center for 
adults in treatment for mental illness, drug abuse and HIV.

CARING PLACE 
Assist with homework help and create structured educational 
activities for middle and elementary school students.

THE SANCTUARY 
Connect with animals and assist with upkeep of the facility.

ART DAY AT CLEVELAND & ROOSEVELT  
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 
Connect visual art techniques and artists through  
student-established curriculum (third-fifth graders).

ADULT ELL CLASSES/CONVERSATION GROUPS 
Facilitate conversation groups for adults learning English  
at three sites.

SOUTH MOUNTAIN MIDDLE SCHOOL M&M 
MENTORING 
Connect one-on-one through this girl’s/women’s 
mentoring program.

AMERICA READS 
Assist in K-3 classrooms with the goal of achieving  
grade-level reading at three elementary schools.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY RE-STORE 
Assist with various tasks at this re-use store benefiting 
Habitat for Humanity.

THEATRE ARTS @ JEFFERSON 
Create and lead theatre-related activities with third-fifth 
graders.

DEVISED @ DIERUFF 
Work with Devised Theatre’s local high school cast.

MANITO HORSE FARM  
Support both the traditional and therapeutic riding school 
by assisting with riders, cleaning and animal care.

JEFFERSON FOOD PANTRY  
Staff food pantry within elementary school serving  
local neighborhoods.

Weekly/Bi-Weekly Programs 
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A sampling of annual events that 
include a large population of 
student volunteers

WINTER SPECTACULAR 
Work with Pinebrook Family Answers  
and Diakon foster agencies to host a 
holiday party for foster children.

JEFFERSON ELEMENTARY VISITS
Campus visits for Jefferson Elementary 
School second grade students focus 
on literacy arts, fourth grade students 
focused on the sciences and a fifth 
grade circus extravaganza.

COLLEGE CONNECT
Kids from four schools in the Allentown 
School District come to Muhlenberg for 
a day-long experiential campus tour 
and to learn about college life. 

MUHLENBERG FUN
Students from after-school programs 
that collaborate with Muhlenberg visit 
the campus for an afternoon.

JEFFERSON FIELD DAY
600 Jefferson Elementary School 
students come to Muhlenberg to 
participate in a full day of games and 
activities.

FALL FESTIVAL
The College hosts an annual Fall 
Festival on the College Green 
celebrating Muhlenberg and Allentown 
communities. The festival is open to 
the public and features performances, 
carnival games, a moon bounce, college 
tours and more. The 2015 festival was 
held in the midst of the inauguration of 
Muhlenberg’s twelfth President, John I. 
Williams, Jr.

annual events 

clubs 
BEST BUDDIES 
Pairs people with intellectual 
disabilities in one-on-one 
friendships with college students.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
Seeks to eliminate 
homelessness and substandard 
housing through affordable 
homeownership.

ADOPT-A-GRANDPARENT
Pairs elders at the Phoebe Home 
with Muhlenberg students in 
one-on-one relationships with 
monthly events.

College Shuttles
The College offers two shuttles that run throughout the area surrounding campus. 
Ridership on them continues to increase, as students are eager to explore the 
Lehigh Valley and patronize local businesses. The Cardinal shuttle goes downtown, 
with stops along the way, including the Allentown Farmer’s Market. The Grey 
shuttle travels to commercial destinations including Weis, Target, AMC movie 
theatre and the Lehigh Valley Mall. Shuttles operate Thursday through Sunday.
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clubs 

The Trexler Pavilion and Baker Center for the Arts annually hosts hundreds of concerts and performances:

   The theatre program and student theatre artists produces six mainstage productions, five to ten Black Box 
productions, and several special projects each year — more than 150 public performances in all. In addition, 
students produce the annual Sedehi Diversity Project, Red Door Play Festival and New Play Reading Series.

   Master Choreographers headlines a list of three mainstage dance concerts and four other major dance  
concerts — a total of 25 public performances.

   Muhlenberg Summer Music Theatre offers two mainstage productions and a family production annually, 
presenting about 70 performances over the course of the summer. This past season featured Gypsy and In the 
Heights, as well as the world premiere children’s musical Growl!

   Student a cappella groups performed dozens of concerts, all entirely student-directed.

   The music department presents more than 75 instrumental and vocal concerts annually.

Other events recently held on campus included:

   The Center for Ethics 2016-17 theme was War and Peace Building and featured a film and several nationally 
recognized authors and scholars. The program explored the ethics of war and conflict, and the requirements 
for peace-building that have been central to intellectual debates, public policy and popular culture.

   Political programs included Congress to Campus visits and presentations by noted political scientists Terry 
Madonna and alumnus Sid Milkis, as well as Muhlenberg professor Chris Borick.

   The Sustainability Studies program, EnACT and the Dean of Students office also sponsored several 
environmental events over the past few years.

cultural events 

Theatre Connections through Clowning
Muhlenberg’s Circus Troupe has hosted students from Jefferson Elementary School (though the OCE)  as part of 
its Circus Extravaganza. The events involve performances, a Q&A session with the performers and an interactive 
session during which the children learned circus-performing skills. The troupe is made up of 30 Muhlenberg 
dancers, actors, gymnasts and aerial acrobats. The Muhlenberg Circus has also performed for the Jefferson Arts 
after-school program, Bethlehem Sands Casino, Zoellner Arts Center at Lehigh University and Muhlenberg’s 
Best Buddies. 
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A Gathering Place
One of the great benefits to having 
a college in your community is 
the number and variety of events 
that take place on campus and are 
open to the public. Muhlenberg 
College is no exception. The College 
serves as an intellectual and social 
center for the community, hosting 
hundreds of educational, cultural, 
arts, political, religious and athletic 
events every year. Members of the 
greater Allentown community and 
beyond enjoy these events as much 
as students, faculty and staff.

Lectures and 
Educational Events
Muhlenberg College offers countless 
educational opportunities and 
lectures throughout the academic 
year, with topics as varied as the 
course offerings on campus. Two 
recurring, popular series include the 
Center for Ethics and Living Writers. 
Through thematic lectures and 
events, the Center for Ethics serves 
the teaching and study of the liberal 
arts by providing opportunities for 
intensive conversation and thinking 
about the ethical dimensions of 
contemporary philosophical, political, 
economic, social, cultural and 
scientific issues. Living Writers brings 
both burgeoning and established 
authors to campus for interactions 
with students and a public reading 
and book signing.

intellectual life on campus

Dining Services Supports Local Food Bank
The College’s Dining Service (Sodexo) supports a local food bank at Salem United 
Methodist Church on the first and third Saturday of each month. Dining solicits 
donations from local vendors and transports the food from their location on  
Friday and stores it safely on campus overnight. On Saturday morning, Sodexo  
employees—and sometimes Muhlenberg students—take the donated product to  
the church to feed people in need in the Allentown community. 



Arts Events
Muhlenberg is home to a vibrant 
arts scene, thanks in large part to 
the #1 college theatre program 
in the country, according to The 
Princeton Review. The theatre & 
dance department offers a number of 
productions throughout the academic 
year and during Summer Music 
Theatre, which are incredibly popular 
with members of the community. The 
Martin Art Gallery houses a fantastic 
collection of world-class art and also 
has high-quality exhibits throughout 
the year.  Master Choreographers is 
just one of several outstanding dance 
concerts during the year.

Cultural Events
The Muhlenberg campus boasts a rich, 
diverse culture. This is thanks, in large 
part, to the diversity of experience and 
background that students, faculty and 
staff bring to campus. This richness 
shines during a variety of cultural 
events throughout the year, such as a 
Lunar New Year celebration.

Political Events
As a large, academic gathering place 
in a political swing state, Muhlenberg 
has been fortunate to host a number 
of political candidates over the last 
several years. In 2016, Democratic 
vice presidential candidate Tim Kaine 
spoke on campus, with local residents 
and campus community members 
alike packing the room. Previously, 
the College hosted Joe Biden, Barack 
Obama and Bill Clinton.

Religious Events
Affiliated with the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America, 
Muhlenberg welcomes and celebrates 
all faith traditions and spiritual 
perspectives. The College offers 
places to pray and reflect, a variety 
of religious services and programs, 
opportunities for interfaith dialogue 
and more. Popular religious events 
include the annual Advent Candlelight 
Carols Service and Gospel Concert.

Athletic Events
All Muhlenberg College athletic 
contests are open to the public. While 
popular sports like football, soccer and 
basketball are big draws, community 
members are often present in the 
stands cheering for all of the Mules’ 
22 NCAA Division III intercollegiate 
athletic teams.

“#1 college theatre 

program in the country, 

according to The 

Princeton Review!
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STUDENT LIFE CONNECTIONS 
In addition to the work of the Office of Community Engagement and the community connections in the 
curriculum and events, engagement is deeply threaded through a number of areas of student life. Many 
student life and curricular efforts are also in cooperation with the Office of Community Engagement.

Athletes in the Community
Without a doubt, Mules benefit from the support of 
community members in the stands. Athletes take  
very seriously their commitment to contribute to the 
very communities that lift them up on the field, court 
or track.

The Muhlenberg basketball teams, in conjunction with 
the Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service (through 
the OCE), pay an annual visit to Jefferson Elementary 
in Allentown, stressing to the kids the importance of 
reading and helping them draw pictures of their  
hopes and dreams. The women’s volleyball team  
reads to students at another city elementary school, 
Sacred Heart.

Muhlenberg athletic teams have also been passionate 
about engaging community at larger scales, 
participating in programs and events that benefit a 
range of causes from wounded warriors to domestic 
violence survivors to pediatric cancer.

MUHLENBERG CELEBRATES QUARTER-CENTURY 

partnership with Jefferson 
Elementary 
Muhlenberg College partnered with Allentown’s 
Jefferson Elementary School over 25 years ago to 
encourage the academic persistence and achievement 
of Jefferson students and enhance the education of 
Muhlenberg students. The partnership has come to 
include a variety of programs and events throughout 
the academic year, with the signature event being 
Jefferson Field Day.

Every spring around 600 Jefferson students travel 
to Muhlenberg for their annual Field Day. Each class 
of Jefferson kids rotates through different stations, 
where Muhlenberg students run physical fitness 
activities and get to know the children. Field Day is 
a favorite day of the year for both Muhlenberg and 
Jefferson students.
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Service Learning 
Courses
Academic Service Learning is a form 
of experiential education in which 
students and faculty collaborate with 
community partners to design and 
execute programs and projects that 
are mutually beneficial and rigorous 
learning experiences. 

Some recent service learning classes 
include Spanish in the Community: 
Interpreting (Spanish), Developmental 
Psychopathology (psychology), 
Sustainable Solutions (sustainability 
studies), Seminar in Media & 
Communication: Youth Media, 
Community Performance Ensembles 
(theatre & dance), Politics of Poverty 
(political science) and Marketing 
in Not-for-Profit Organizations 
(business).

PROFESSOR, STUDENTS  
ENGAGE WITH 

Local Hispanic 
Communities
Erika Sutherland, associate professor 
of Spanish, is deeply involved with 
Lehigh Valley Hispanic communities. 
As director of the Grupo de Apoyo e 
Integración Hispanoamericano, she 
works with volunteers to advance 

CURRICULAR CONNEcTIONS 

Computer Contributions
As of March 2017, the College has donated over 2,600 recycled computers 
to local schools, libraries, churches, families, non-profits and service 
organizations in the past decade.

immigration reform and to provide 
access to greater opportunities for 
members of the Hispanic immigrant 
community.

Sutherland also helped design and 
implement the LVAIC Cooperative 
Spanish Service Learning Initiative, 
which brings students involved in 
Spanish programs at Lehigh Valley 
institutions together to engage in 
service opportunities such as teaching 
citizenship classes and helping to 
complete citizenship applications. 

At Muhlenberg, Sutherland teaches 
two service learning courses: Spanish 
for the Community: Interpretation 
and Spanish for the Community: 
Translation. Enrolled students 
complete a number of service hours 
at a placement of their choice, honing 
their Spanish skills and giving back to 
the community. 

“Service learning placements give 
students a sense of why what they’re 
learning in the classroom matters,” 
says Sutherland. “As a teacher, I can 
tell students what is important to 
pay attention to, but it’s not until 
they can see for themselves, out in 
the community, in a less-scripted or 
even unscripted environment, that 
students begin to get a sense of the 
difference they can make.”

Engagement with the community doesn’t just occur after students leave 
the classroom. In fact, more and more professors and departments 
are weaving a service learning component into the very fabric of their 
coursework and the academic experience at Muhlenberg.
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While service learning classes are a common and popular way for faculty and students to get involved with the 
surrounding community, they’re far from the only way those groups share their academic expertise.

A number of faculty members have followed their research interests to community-based projects in topical 
areas including health care access, education, immigration, poverty and more. 

The College also offers a number of opportunities for middle and high school students from surrounding areas 
and beyond to take advantage of Muhlenberg’s academic environment.

Academic Camps
The College offers a number of opportunities for middle and high school students to spend some of their summer 
vacations on campus at academic camps.

Brain Camp is a one-week residential science camp for 
incoming high school seniors who are interested in 
the wonders of the brain.  Campers live on campus in 
supervised student housing, explore the inner workings 
of the nervous system, participate in hands-on laboratory 
exercises, work closely with Muhlenberg neuroscience 
faculty and students and direct their own research project. 
Participation in Brain Camp is free, pending acceptance. 

beyond the classroom 

GEMS — Girls Experience Muhlenberg Science — is a science 
day camp for middle school girls. Female faculty members 
from biology, biochemistry, chemistry, environmental 
science, mathematics, neuroscience and physics lead daily 
scheduled science activities. GEMS will take the summer of 
2017 off and plans to return in the future.

brain camp gems

Summer Conferences and Athletic Camps
Muhlenberg has hosted summer conference events for groups including the 
International Women’s Writing Guild and Eastern Christian Church, overnight 
and day camps for athletics like lacrosse and basketball and camps and events 
related to academic or arts-based interests. Education First, the largest exchange 
program in the world, brings over 900 visitors to campus every summer. Given 
the College’s in-demand facilities, in recent years, summer conference and camp 
attendees have topped 2,600 people.



Community impact report   15

Immersion Days are free, one-day 
programs that provide high-achieving 
high school students a chance to 
experience top-level college programs. 
Immersion Days feature first-rate 
faculty, exciting student/faculty 
research and outstanding labs and 
facilities. In 2016, Muhlenberg piloted 
programs in physics and chemistry. 
Immersion Day programs are intended 
for students interested in experiencing 
exceptional academic programs prior 
to enrolling in a college. There will be 
four programs in 2017.

Science Soup 
Muhlenberg faculty and students 
invited pediatric cancer patients to the 
Acopian Bird Museum for a session on 
bugs and a treat—liquid nitrogen ice 
cream—in an event called the Science 
Soup initiative, a partnership with 
Talen Energy and the Pediatric Cancer 
Foundation of the Lehigh Valley.

immersion days & science soup

going to camp  A Faculty Member’s Perspective On Community Engagement

immersion days

“
Michele Moser Deegan, professor of political science, explains how she and colleagues at neighboring 
institutions got a college mentoring program started.

 When students enroll at Muhlenberg they join 
the community of students, faculty and staff 
immersed in the pursuit of a rich liberal arts 
experience. Some of our students don’t realize 
that attending Muhlenberg also means that they 
have joined the community of residents in the 
City of Allentown.

 As a member of the faculty, I want to create 
opportunities for our students to experience 
their college and city homes and become good 
neighbors and residents in both. 

 Along with colleagues at DeSales University and 
Cedar Crest College, we received funding and 

built the College Admission Mentoring Program 
(CAMP) to help local high schoolers through the 
college admissions process.

Starting in Fall 2015, CAMP connected 
William Allen High School juniors with our 
undergraduates. The primary goal is to increase 
the number of Allen students enrolling in 
college, but there are additional benefits.  

 Through interactions with their younger Allen 
partners, our students learned a great deal, not 
only about the community in which they live and 
the importance of civic engagement, but also 
about themselves.
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Muhlenberg College began 
offering adult education courses 
in 1910. Over a century later, the 
tradition of quality continues.

Through positive, inclusive and 
innovative approaches to learning, 
the mission of the Wescoe School of 
Continuing Education is to transform 
people’s lives, build community and 
enhance society.

The Wescoe School provides lifelong 
learners the opportunity to continue 
and enhance their education, and to 
do so in ways that recognize their 
experience, maturity, motivation, 
life circumstances and capacity for 
independent scholarship.

Given that the Wescoe School is 
made up of community members, it 
is not surprising that it has a strong 
connection to the needs of the 
greater community. The Wescoe 
School contributes to and interacts 
with organizations and individuals in 
Allentown and beyond in a number  
of ways.

wescoe school of  
continuing education

Military Friendly School
The Wescoe School of Continuing Education is proud to support the college experience for all lifelong learners, 
including our servicemen and women. The Wescoe School has been designated a Military Friendly School by 
Victory Media seven times since the Military Friendly Program began in 2003, with its most recent designation in 
2017. Muhlenberg was also named the #1 Liberal Arts School for Veterans by U.S. News & World Report in 2014. 
The College has been a participant in the Yellow Ribbon Program—in which tuition and fees are fully covered for 
veterans with 100% eligibility under the GI Bill—since its inception in 2009.

Wescoe Capstone Project – Animal Food Bank of the Lehigh Valley



CAPSTONE PROJECTS
Wescoe seniors enrolled in the Accelerated Degree program—where 
teams of students learn collaboratively, bringing a blend of professional 
and experiential skills to the classroom—work with local and non-profit 
organizations to complete an academic and service capstone project. 
Capstone projects are required of all groups for graduation and illustrate 
each cohort’s newly acquired proficiencies. The capstones address a need 
or problem in the surrounding community.  Examples of projects from the 
last three years include:

Community Action Center of  
the Lehigh Valley
Cultural assessment and 
recommendations     

The Sanctuary at Haafsville 
Developed and tested fund-raising 
model

Allentown YMCA/YWCA 
Facilitate fund-raising event

Adoptions From The Heart 
Community outreach project

Animal Food Bank of the  
Lehigh Valley 
Relocation analysis and 
recommendations

Concordia Lutheran Preschool 
Model to grow, expand and rebrand

The Literacy Center 
Job pathway for healthcare

Meals on Wheels 
Website update

Allentown Rescue Mission
Economic analysis and strategy

Lehigh Valley Military  
Affairs Council
Veterans web application development

Promise Neighborhoods of  
the Lehigh Valley
Survey on school preparedness

Yellow Ribbon Program
support for student veterans 
(both Wescoe and traditional)

Si Se Puede 
initiative of the Latino 
Leadership Alliance, which 
provides educational 
scholarships to Latinos in our 
community

Community Service 
Scholarship
competitive scholarship 
offered to members of the local 
community who are engaged in 
community service via their job 
or volunteer service

Allentown Police and 
Firefighter Scholarship 
offered to up to three officers 
per branch per semester

Allentown School District
offered to three students each 
from William Allen and Dieruff 
high schools for a course 
scholarship

Student 
Scholarships  
There are a number of student 
scholarships offered to Wescoe 
students in the community. 
These scholarships include:

The Wescoe School of Continuing Education offers free, informative, 
on-site presentations for staff at local businesses or organizations on 
a variety of topics as part of its Campus to Conference Room program. 
Presentation topics include decision-making, team-building, leadership 
strategies, diversity, career management and more. Organizations 
that have taken advantage of the Campus to Conference Room 
program include Craft-Bilt Manufacturing Co., City of Allentown, Lutron 
Electronics Co., Lehigh Valley Hospital, Discover Lehigh Valley, Temple 
Beth El and Kistler O’Brien Fire Protection.

Campus To conference Room Program

“The mission of the 

Wescoe School of 

Continuing Education 

is to transform people’s 

lives, build community 

and enhance society.
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alumni return They have pursued different paths, but many deeply engaged 
Muhlenberg graduates got their start along the path of their life’s 
work at Muhlenberg before finding their way back to the Lehigh 
Valley to pursue their passions.

The Albrights are the pastors at Ripple Church, which they describe as 
a “Christ-centered, community-focused church that focuses its service 
at the margins of the community.” They founded Ripple after they felt 
the call to “minister more to the community.” The church met in various 
places around downtown Allentown, outgrowing all of them, before 
finding its current home at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church on Eighth and 
Walnut streets.

Goslawski began the long climb to start Community Bike Works when, in 
1994, he read a Parade magazine story about a program in Indianapolis 
called Bicycle Action Project that was geared toward getting inner-city 
kids off of drugs and onto recreational activities such as bike riding. As 
CBW’s executive director, Goslawski worked tirelessly to expand the 
group’s flagship programs, Earn a Bike, Earn a Book and Afternoon Drop-
In. Goslawski recently retired but continues to be active in the community.

Shoemaker moved around a bit after graduation before coming back 
to the Lehigh Valley, where she now heads the Arc of Lehigh and 
Northampton Counties, a service organization that each year provides 
a variety of programs and services for more than 1,900 Lehigh Valley 
children and adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities.

Carolyn ’83 and Tom Albright ’84
Ripple Church

Stefan Goslawski ’68
Community Bike Works

Karen Shoemaker ’83
The Arc of Lehigh and Northampton Counties
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“I was just born this way, 

born wanting to help 

people. It’s addicting and 

it makes me feel good. I 

honestly believe if you 

change the life of one 

person, you’ve change 

the world.

–Dr. Alan Greenfield ‘82

Dr. Alan Greenfield ’82 on one of his service trips

Call to Serve 
Takes Alumni Far

While many alumni have returned to 
the area to make a difference in their 
career, for others, the call to serve 
has sent them further afield. 

Some alumni follow this passion 
immediately after graduation, 
participating in programs like the 
Peace Corps and the Lutheran 
Volunteer Corps.

Megan Nejjari ’07, for example, 
served in the Peace Corps in 
Morocco after graduation. The 
international studies major was 
active in community service at 
Jefferson Elementary School as an 
undergraduate, and she now works 
in community health in Virginia. 

“I’ve always been fascinated by other 
countries and cultures, and I have 

a passion for helping people. Peace 
Corps fit these passions perfectly,” 
Nejjari said. 

Others, such as Dr. Alan Greenfield 
’82, reignited their passion for service 
after establishing their chosen 
careers. 

Greenfield, a board-certified 
radiologist who double majored in 
natural sciences and psychology, 
has used his medical knowledge 
to help others, both in the wake of 
9/11 at Ground Zero and in the 2010 
earthquake in Haiti, as well as in rural 
communities in Appalachia.

Megan Nejjari ’07 during her Peace Corps 
service in Morocco

Muhlenberg students and alumni have made a big impact on the Lehigh 
Valley. Working with local communities inspires passion—and often 
leads to careers in service. 
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Muhlenberg’s Department of Campus Safety/Police has close working relationships 
with both the Allentown Police Department (APD) and Allentown Fire Department 
(AFD). Campus Safety attends regular meetings with APD to discuss current 
issues and crime trends. 

The College hires APD extra job officers Thursday-Saturday during the 
academic session. The College also invites APD and AFD to an annual 
tabletop training exercise and trains with them when doing active 
shooter drills. 

The director and chief of campus safety routinely meets with residents 
at neighborhood association meetings and has made presentations to 
local community groups on topics such as armed intruders. 

The College has donated funds to the City of Allentown to purchase items 
such as an infrared camera for the AFD West End Station, communication 
equipment used by the APD hostage negotiation unit and car seats for  
various police department programs.

neighborhood safety collaborations 

Home Purchase Incentives
Since 2012, the College has funded an incentive program to encourage employee home ownership in the 
Allentown School District, to help offset closing costs for employees who buy homes in the district. The 
College offers a maximum of five $1,000 stipends per year. The City of Allentown provides an additional 
$10,000 incentive if an individual buys in a specific area downtown.

Campus Safety officers such as sergeant Carlos Cueva (right) work closely with local agencies such as APD and AFD, as well as Muhlenberg 
College  Emergency Medical Service (MCEMS). Here, MCEMS lieutenant Gregory Kantor ’18 (left) and captain Melissa Edgar ’18 (center) look 
over their gear with Cueva.



   ECC Church Anniversary Dinner

   Pathstones by Phoebe

   Chamber Music Society  
of Bethlehem

   Allentown Rose Garden 
Neighborhood Dinner

   LVAIC Building Bridges

   Phoebe Dementia Care Workshop

   Parkland Swim and Dive Banquet

   Parkland Boys Lacrosse Banquet

   LVHN Pediatric Graduation Dinner

   LVHN OBGYN Graduation Dinner

   Discover Lehigh Valley Annual Event

   United Way Train the Trainer #1

   Communities in Schools monthly 
meetings

   Lehigh Valley Chamber of 
Commerce

the community continues 
to use Muhlenberg facilities
The College offers a number of benefits to community groups and 
organizations from near and far. These range from discounted use 
of Muhlenberg’s facilities to access to campus over the summer to 
donations and more. Some community events recently held on  
campus include:

EVENTS

The Martin Art Gallery is one of the many Muhlenberg facilities open to the public. The gallery is 

home to an extensive permanent collection and displays the work of student artists.

Community impact report   21



22   Community impact report

Sophia Goodfellow ’17, a Spanish and international studies major with a 
concentration in global public health, has been the epitome of an engaged 
student at Muhlenberg. Some of the community engagement opportunities 
she has participated in include serving as a Civic Fellow, OCE’s English 
Language Learning coordinator, community engagement coordinator for 
Costa Rica Muhlenberg Integrated Learning Abroad course, immigrant rights 
activist, Pennsylvania Immigration and Citizenship Coalition volunteer and 
Grupo de Apoyo volunteer.”

“Involvement in your community means using your passions and talents 
in order to contribute or help a neighbor. We live in Allentown—we aren’t 
just residents of Muhlenberg, but of Allentown too—and I think that’s an 
important thing to understand. So many people in Allentown don’t know 
that our college exists. To me, that just means that we need to be even more 
engaged,” Goodfellow said.

student spotlight

Texas native and transfer student Hannah Nussbaum ’17, a neuroscience 
and Spanish major, jumped head first into engagement within the 
Allentown community to ease her own challenging transition. “I 
moved across the country to come to Allentown. It was a very different 
environment than what I was used to, but being engaged in community 
makes me feel good, like I’m home,” she says. Nussbaum knows firsthand 
how engaging someone, even in a small way, can make their day. She’s 
seen it in her own life, as well as through Youth2Seniors, a Texas-based 
nonprofit she helped get up-and-running, which connects kids and elderly. 

At Muhlenberg, she’s been engaged as a Community Intern at Jefferson 
Elementary, Civic Fellow, APO community service fraternity officer and 
AmericaReads, Best Buddies and Habitat for Humanity volunteer. She has 
continued to serve as a Youth2Seniors board member.

Student Spotlight Hannah Nussbaum ’17

Student Spotlight: Sophia Goodfellow ’17
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chapel offering donations

2013
   Casa Guadalupe

   Second Harvest Food Bank

   The Arc of Lehigh & Northampton 
Counties, Best Buddies 
(Candlelight Carols)

2014
   Second Harvest Food Bank 

   Ripple Church 

   Habitat for Humanity of the 
Lehigh Valley

   Jefferson Elementary School 
(Candlelight Carols)

2015
   Second Harvest Food Bank 

   Jefferson Elementary School, 
school uniform assistance fund

   Ripple Church 

   Habitat for Humanity of the 
Lehigh Valley (Candlelight Carols)

2016
   Jefferson Elementary School, 
school uniform assistance fund

   Ripple Church 

   Second Harvest Food Bank

   Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT 
Community Center (Candlelight 
Carols)

2017
   Jefferson Elementary School, 
school uniforms assistance

   Ripple Church in Allentown

   Second Harvest Food Bank

Offerings collected in Egner Memorial Chapel are regularly donated 
to area organizations. The popular Candlelight Carols service, 
held in December, yields a substantial sum that is given to one 
organization. Recent beneficiaries of these offerings include:
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Organizations Connected to Muhlenberg
The College offers a number of benefits to community groups and organizations from near and far. 
These range from discounted use of Muhlenberg’s facilities to access to campus over the summer, and 
opportunities for student interaction to donations and more. Some of the organizations and events that 
have benefitted from a relationship with the College include:

1803 House in Emmaus
19th Street Theatre Film Program
Adoptions from the Heart
Alburtis Elementary School
Alburtis Police Department
Allen High School
Allentown Art Museum
Allentown Band - “Americans We”  
    veterans tribute concert
Allentown Civil Service Board,  
    Trexler Masonic Library
Allentown Community Development 
    Corporation
Allentown Environmental Advisory  
    Council 
Allentown Health Bureau
Allentown HOOPLA Festival
Allentown Planning Commission
Allentown Public Theatre
Allentown Rescue Mission
Allentown School District Foundation
Allentown Symphony Association
Allentown Women’s Center
Am Haskalah
American Association of University  
    Women
American Family Services
American Red Cross
Animal Food Bank of the Lehigh Valley
Arc of Lehigh and Northampton  
    Counties
ArtsQuest
Association for Talent Development
Association of Women of Science
Autism Resource Community Hub  
    of Lehigh Valley
Barn Interfaith Garden
Baum School of Art
Bethlehem Emergency Shelter
Bethlehem Environmental Advisory  
    Committee
Bethlehem Palette Club
Blue Mountain Fish & Game  
    Association’s Day at the Lake 
Blue Star Mothers
Bnai Abraham Synagogue

Boys and Girls Club
Bradbury-Sullivan LGBT Community  
    Center
Cabaret Committee, Heroes Campaign
Capital Blue Cross
Care Net
Casa Guadalupe
Cedar Crest Bible Fellowship Church
Children’s Home of Easton
Circle of Seasons Charter School
City of Allentown’s Water Oversight  
    Committee
Civic Theatre of Allentown
Code.org
Communities in Schools of the  
    Lehigh Valley
Community Bike Works
Concordia Preschool
Congregation Keneseth Israel
Congregation Sons of Israel
Cops ‘n’ Kids Literacy Program
CraftBilt
Daybreak Support Committee
Delaware & Lehigh Heritage Corridor
Department of Veterans Affairs  
    Medical Center
Discover Lehigh Valley
Dorothy Rider Pool Collective Impact  
    Fellows
Eastern Salisbury Fire Department
Educational Committee of the  
    Wildlands Conservancy
Emmaus High School
Emmaus Moravian Church
Entrepreneurship Council of the  
    Lehigh Valley
Episcopal Church of the Mediator
Eyer Middle School
Fé Foundation
First Presbyterian Church of Allentown
Friends of Allentown Parks
Fritz Memorial United Methodist  
    Church in Bethlehem
George D. Steckel Elementary School
Godfrey Daniels Coffee House

Good Shepherd Rehabilitation  
    Network
Grace Episcopal Church Vestry
Grupo de Apoyo e Integracíon  
    Hispanoamericano
Habitat for Humanity of Lehigh Valley
The Hillside School 
Independent Association of  
    Administrative Professionals
Jefferson Elementary School
Jewish Community Center of the  
    Lehigh Valley
Jewish Day School of the Lehigh Valley
Jewish Federation of the Lehigh Valley
Judith’s Reading Room
Just Born
Juvenile Justice Center
Kernsville Elementary PTO
Kutztown Area School District  
    Education Foundation
Lehigh Conference of Churches
Lehigh Conference of Churches  
    Interfaith in Action
Lehigh County Humane Society
Lehigh Elementary School
Lehigh Gap Nature Center
Lehigh Presbytery and Jewish  
    Federation/Clergy Dialogue
Lehigh Valley Amateur Astronomical  
    Society
Lehigh Valley Audubon Society
Lehigh Valley County Corrections  
    Center
Lehigh Valley Ecology and Evolution  
    Symposium
Lehigh Valley Greenways
Lehigh Valley Health Network
Lehigh Valley Heritage Museum
Lehigh Valley Hospital
Lehigh Valley Meistersingers
Lehigh Valley School for the  
    Performing Arts
Lehigh Valley Therapy Dogs
Lincoln Elementary School
The Literacy Center
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Longswamp Township Environmental  
    Advisory Committee 
Luther Crest Retirement Community
Macungie Elementary School
March of Dimes
Mary’s Shelter: Cay Galgon Center
Moore Township Athletic Association
Moravian Academy
Moravian Archives
Moravian Historical Society
Moravian Theological Seminary  
    Interfaith Studies Program
Most Blessed Sacrament Church, Bally
Muhlenberg Community Dance Center
Musikfest
National Penn Bank
New Bethany Ministries
NHD.org
Odyssey of the Mind
Old Allentown Preservation  
    Association
Old Allentown Street Festival
Optimist Club of Kutztown
Palmerton Historical Society
PBS
Pediatric Cancer Foundation of the  
    Lehigh Valley
Pennsylvania Junior Academy of  
    Science
Pennsylvania Psychological  
    Foundation

PEO International
Phoebe Independent Living - Dance  
    Performance
Planned Parenthood
PRIDE of the Lehigh Valley
Printmaker’s Society
Promise Neighborhoods of the Lehigh  
    Valley
Purdue Alum Association
Reconstructionist Rabbinical College
Red Cross
Redeemer Lutheran Church
Respect Graduate School
Ripple Church
Rodale Child Care Center
Rosemont Lutheran Church
Sacred Heart School (Allentown)
Sacred Heart School (Bath)
Salvation Army
Sanctuary at Haafsville
Saucon Valley High School
Second Harvest Food Bank
The Shanthi Project
Shoemaker Elementary School 
Sing Out Corporation
Sixth Street Shelter
Society of Women Engineers
South Parkland Youth Association
Special Olympics of the Lehigh County
St. Thomas More School

St. Thomas More Church
The Swain School
Temple Beth El
Trinity Episcopal Church (Bethlehem)
Trinity Soup Kitchen
Twin Ponds Integrative Health Center 
Ukrainian Women’s League of North  
    America, Lehigh Valley Chapter
Union UCC 
United Way of the Lehigh Valley
Upper Macungie Township Police  
    Department
Upper Milford Township Planning  
    Commission
Upside Allentown Economic 
    Development and Employment  
    Committee
Valley Against Drug Trafficking
Volunteer Center of the Lehigh Valley
WDIY Radio
Wescosville Elementary School -  
    Dance Performance
West End Alliance
Wildlands Conservancy - Dance  
    Performance
WLVT Television
WXPN
YMCA
Youth and Prejudice Conference
YWCA
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Students celebrate Holi, the Hindu spring festival of colors.

“Involvement in your 

community means using your 

passions and talents in order to 

contribute or help a neighbor. 

We live in Allentown—we aren’t 

just residents of Muhlenberg, 

but of Allentown too—and I 

think that’s an important thing 

to understand. 

— Sophia Goodfellow ’17


